NEWS OF PEACE

United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Peace ELCA \
Hello Church Family,

As I write this, we are finally enjoying a cool day, and I’m realizing that summer is officially behind us.
The beauty of fall is here, and before we know it, winter will be on its way!

This time of year, our calendars seem to fill up quickly. School, sports, harvest, family activities, and all
the other things that come with fall can keep us moving!

Even though we do not currently have a called pastor, that does not mean we will go without worship or the
special services that are such an important part of our church life. We will continue worshiping together and
celebrating those special occasions—and I will need your help to make it all happen!

Please keep an eye on our website and Facebook page for information about fall classes and activities.
Sunday School, Confirmation, Youth Group for our older kids, Thanksgiving and Advent services, and many
other opportunities are all ahead of us.

It promises to be a busy fall, but also a wonderful one. There is plenty of good ministry happening, and I
look forward to seeing all of you along the way!

OUR FOOD PANTTRY NEEDS YOU HELP

The balance in our food pantry account is the lowest [ have seen in my 19 years!

With changes in SNAP benefits and the continued increase in the cost of food and everyday necessities, our
food pantry is busier than ever. We are seeing more people coming to us for food and other assistance.

If you are able, consider adding a few extra items to your grocery cart this month for the pantry. Some of the
things we especially need include:

e Canned meats and meals, such as beef stew, chicken, and salmon

* Peanut butter and jelly

* Canned soups and pasta

* Ramen noodles

And, of course, if you would rather make a monetary donation, we are happy to do the shopping for you!
Thank you for the many ways you continue to care for our neighbors and support the ministry of our
congregation. Every donation, large or small, makes a difference. What may seem like a small gift to us can
mean a great deal to someone who is struggling.

September gave us two wonderful opportunities to celebrate new beginnings with our church family.
On Saturday, September 19, Anthony Reubke, grandson of Kathy and Larry Reubke, received his First
Communion. On Sunday, September 20, Oliver Parker, son of Brendon and Lacy Parker, Grandparents Tim and
Tracy Parker, was baptized. First Communion and a Baptism—what a blessing!

It is a joy to watch these children and their families take these important steps in their journeys of faith. These
moments remind us that the church is always growing and that God continues to work through each new
generation.

They also remind us that faith is something we share. We teach, encourage, celebrate, and support one another
along the way.

Enjoy the Season. As the seasons change and our schedules get busier, I hope each of you will find some
time to enjoy the quiet beauty that fall brings.

Take a walk. Watch the leaves change. Sit on the porch with a cup of coffee. Enjoy a football game. Spend some
time with family and friends—or simply take a few moments to breathe. Sometimes, in the middle of our busy
lives, we need to stop long enough to notice what God has placed right in front of us.

May we remember that even in the midst of busy schedules, changing seasons, and all the uncertainty that life
can bring, God is with us. And together, as a church family, we will continue to worship, serve, care for one
another, and share God's love with our neighbors.

Blessings to you all this fall!

October 2026 {‘g(t/g}

Julie



wﬁ Below are the contributions for the month of September.
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Date Offering Received to Date Need to Date Overage(Deficit)
5&6 $ 3,838.00 $191,772.73 $192,594.44 ($821.71)
12&13  $3,698.00 $195,470.73  $196,808.23 ($1,337.50)
18&19  $7,523.00 $202,993.73 $201,022.02 $1,971.71

Operating Fund Balance as of August 31, 2026 = $36,335.42

. BIGGEST YOUTH FUNDRAISER
?“ S o ‘: We are once again doing the hamburger stand at the Oktoberfest for the youth
*HAMEI,’L]RGER* group on Friday, Oct 9th & Saturday, October 10th. To help offset the costs of the
FUNDRAISERY hamburger stand, we are once again doing our Got Beef? campaign. Help us
complete our hamburger and reach our $1,250 goal by donating towards our fundraiser. For every $20
you donate, you will receive a coupon for 1 free single cheeseburger from the stand. We appreciate your
support of this fundraiser!

ATTN: 7th-12th Graders

o Carlinville Youth Weekend will be Nov. 20-22. Registration will be due by Oct. 14. Give Julie
a call if you have any questions: 618-301-6561.

2026 Annual Coat Drive
In conjunction with Angel Tree requirements, we will start distributing coats for our annual
coat drive on October 1, 2026. At the present time, we only need donations of children’s
coats from birth to XXXL youth sizes. Those children needing youth sizes seem to
especially like heavier lined hoodies. In lieu of donating used coats, we will also be
pleased to accept cash donations to purchase new coats for the Angel Tree in sizes that we
don’t currently have. Donations of cash may be placed in the offering plate marked
“COAT DRIVE.” Gently used, clean coats may be placed in the bin outside of Julie’s
office. Thank you for your continued generosity.

ANGEL TREE — It's Angel Tree time! This will be our 31st year of sponsoring local families. If your
family would like to sponsor an entire family, please let me know. Or if you have a specific
age/boy/girl | can match you up. Just give me a call at 618 615-1161. The tree will be set up in the
church basement the weekend of November 1. If you are unable to shop, but would like to help out,
we can do the shopping for you! Simply make a tax-deductible donation- payable to Peace Lutheran
Church. Please mark angel tree in the note area or put in an envelope marked angel tree and drop in the
weekly offering. Donations can also be dropped off at the church office or mailed in. And we can always use
help in many capacities- new ideas are welcome- shoppers- baggers- mailers.... Thank you for always
supporting this community outreach program!

- Vickie Wathen, Angel Tree Committee



Parking Lot Trick or Treating

Please plan to join us for a parking lot trick or treating event on Sunday, October 25th
from 10:00am-11:15am. This is a church wide fellowship time. Following church, we

will enjoy a time of trick or treating during the Sunday school hour in the back parking lot
to distribute the treats. We will have snacks and drinks for everyone to enjoy! Please plan
to join us for this fun event!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

The Annual Boy Scout Food Drive is on November 21. Please come and help us
receive, check, and stock all the wonderful donations. We meet at the church at
10am and typically finish by 1pm. It’s actually a fun event, and just one more way
to serve your community. Give Julie a call if you have any questions: 618-301-6561
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A National Good Turn for America

Something you may be unaware of: we have had some requests to reserve our park
pavilion for parties, picnics, etc. The Congregation Council made the decision
several months ago to not allow reservations. Some of the reasons this decision was
made were:

Who would clean up after a party/picnic if the reserving party did not do so?

Who would tell someone to leave if the pavilion had been reserved for a specific date, another group
didn’t know it, and it had already set up for their own event?

Who would be in charge of making the reservations?
Should there be a fee to allow someone to use the pavilion?

Based upon the above questions, the pavilion will be first-come, first-served. Thank you for your
understanding.

G RIEFE SHARE A new session of Grief Share will begin Thursday, October 8th at 7:00

pm at St. Luke Lutheran in

Campbell Hill. Grief Share is a 13-week program (this session will be a condensed version of only 7 weeks)
designed to minister to people grieving the death of a loved one — a spouse, child, sibling, parent, grandparent
or friend. | think that this ministry may also help those who have a loved one with Alzheimer’s, as this is a
living loss.

If you have already been part of a Grief Share group, you may want to attend again to give support to
those who will be new to this ministry. Please tell anyone you know about this unique ministry. There is
no fee to attend. There are no refreshments (other than water) provided but you are welcome to bring a
beverage if you choose. If you have any questions, please contact Deb Rathert at 618/318-2026.



REMINDER:
Daylight Saving
Time Ends Sunday, November 1, 2026, 2:00am

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS: Fruit, Hygiene Products Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter, Pasta Sides,
Syrup, Canned Chili & Tuna

life in Christ by supplying
flowers for our chancel. Sign up soon!!!

HAPPENINGS IN THE CONGREGATION:

Holy. Oliver Lee Parker, the son of Brenden and Lindsay Parker was baptized on September 20, 2026.
\\:é_-_:;::ﬁap 18M - Sponsors were Dani Parker, Brittany Gerber, Kyle Smith & Gavin Conway.
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) 74 CONGRATULATIONS TO: Anthony Ruebke for his First Communion on
ek, Saturday, September 19, 2026.
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AUTUMN HARVEST ORANGE
CORN MAZE HAUNTED HOUSE RAKE
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